StepHEN ALBUM

NOTES ON THE COINAGE
OF MUHAMMAD IBN AL-HUSAYN AL-RAWWADI

In the history of Adharbdyjan, the years between AH 369-420/
AD 979-1029 have been rightly regarded as a «dark ager. What
sparse information has survived derives from textual accounts, of
both Muslim and Armenian origin, that were al most peripherally
concerned with events in that region. Now, however, the recent
discovery of a small number of coins struck by the Rawwadid
kings provides us with the first reliable and contemporary evidence
for the history of Adharbayjan in this obscure age.

At this point, I should like to express my gratitude to the
Cabinet des Meédailles of the Bibliotheque Nationale for having
kindly permitted me to publish the two Rawwadid coins preserved
in their collection.

The earliest textual mention of the Rawwadids dates to the time
of the captivity of Sallar Marzuban b. Muhammad b. Musafir,
whose confinement covered the years 337-342/948-953'.  During
these years, Muhammad b. Husayn al-Rawwadi seized some parts
of Adharbdyjan. Either he, or his son IIusayn, soon attained his
independence in Ahar and Warzuqan.  Ibn Ilawqal informs us
that in 344, the Rawwidid ruler of these two small cities forwarded
an annual tribute of fifty thousand dinars, besides a variety of gifts,
to the Sallar Marzubian, recently reestablished on his throne at Ar-
dabil2,

Husayn, who is known as Abii'l-Hayja’ in the Armenian sources
(Ablhadzi), seized Tabriz in 345/956 and made it his capital in

1. Minorsky, V., Sludies in Caucasian Hisiory, London, 1953, p. 167.
2. 1bn Hawqal, Kilab Sarat al- Ard, ed. of Dar Maklabat al-Hayalt, Beirul, no date,
p. 303.
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350/961. He occupied Ardabil and the rest of Adharbidyjan in
373-374/983-984, after having captured the last Sallarid and
driven out the Kangarid, Marzuban b. Isma‘ll b. Wahstidan, who
fled to his home territories of Tarum. Husayn appears to have
ruled until 378/988, when he was found dead in his tent during a
Rawwidid offensive against the Armenian lord of Vaspurakan,
following the murder of the Rawwadid governor of Khiiy by an
unnamed Armenian.®

ITusayn’s son, Muhammad, who also bore the kunya of Abiu’l-
Hayja’, appears to have already achieved a share in the royal
authority prior to his father’s death, for Munajjim Bashi portrays
him as the Rawwédid ruler already in 373/983, the year in which he
defeated the last Salldrid ruler of Adharbiyjin, Sallar Ibrihim b.
Marzuban®  Muhammad, who was generally known by the
Kurdish form of his name, Mamlan, became ruler in his sole right
upon his father’s death in 378/988.  As for the year of his death,
Munajjim Bashi tells us that Mamlan died in 391/1000, and was
succeeded by his son Husayn, who in turn ruled for twenty-five
years until his death in 416/102b and was followed by his brother
Wahsiidan (416-451/1025-1058).8

The numismatic evidence, however, shows us that Mamlan
continued to rule long after 391/1000, for the two specimens in the
Bibliothéque Nationale, both struck in al-Maragha (present-day
Maragheh), are dated 393/1002 and 405/1014. In addition,
there is a specimen illustrated in Hunar wa Mardum struck in
Arddbil in the year 400/1009.7  Although the patronymic of

3. Ahmad Kasrawi, The Forgollen Rulers (Shahryarin-i Gumnin), second edition,
Tehran, 1335 (19566, p. 163. Kasrawi's source is the history of Asolik (see v. 11, pp. 71-
73 of the French translation of Macler).

4. Minorsky, op. cit.,, p. 164 and 168, Note that in the former citation Muhammad
is incorrectly named as the son of Thrihim, a name not otherwise found in Rawwadid
history. I had originally read the patronymic on the Paris specimens as Ibrdhim,
and sought Lo conlrive an explanation for this anomaly, bul the photograph of Lhe
Ardabil coin leaves me confirmed in my reading of the patronvmic as al-Husayn.

5. Munajjim Bdshi confirms Kasrawi's delermination that Mamlin is a local
Adharbiyjini corruption of Muhammad, for he states explicitly that Mamlin “‘is a
distorted Kurdish form for Muhammad.” V. Minorsky, op. cil., p. 168,

6. Minorsky, op. cil., p. 168,

7. Qahramini, Aba'l-Fath, “‘Sikke, Nishan-i Qawmiyyat wa Azadagi", in Hunar wa
Mardum, no. 104 (Khurdiad 1350 = June 1971), pp. 9-31, The coin of Ardabil, 400,
is illustrated in the left-hand plate on p. 22, the obverse bottom center, the reverse
upper right-hand corner of the plate. The coin is mentioned in the text, bul nol ade-
quately discussed, on p. 27.  As the coin was in the collection of Dr. Jazayeri, now
in Lthe possession of the Bank Sepah, it is Lo be sought in the latter institution. As |
only discovered Lthe exislence of the coin a few days prior to the deadline for submilling
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Mamlin (Muhammad is the form of his name engraved on the
coins) is virtually illegible on both of the Paris specimens, the name
«Muhammad ibn al-Husayn» is quite elearly distinguishable in the
photograph of the Ardabil coin.  All three specimens have the
name Rawwad clearly readable below the name Muhammad
(=Mamlan), so that there can be no doubt that all three coins were
struck by the same individual, identical with the Mamlin of
history.

Further evidence for the incorrectness of Munajjim Bashi's
chronology is found upon a coin of Wahstidan b. Mamlan («Wahsi-
din ibn Muhammad Rawwdéd» on the coin), struck in an uncertain
mint in 407/1016.%  This coin, which I intend to publish at some
future date along with other coins of the same ruler, shows us that
Wahsiidan must have succeeded to the throne at some time
between 405 and 407.  Then the person called Husayn, son of
Mamlin and brother of Wahstdan, either ruled ephemerally
during this brief interval, or did not rule at all. I am inclined to
suspect, as Kasrawi inferred from the verses of Qatran, court poet
to Wahsidan, that Wahstidan succeeded his father directly and
that Husayn never properly occupied the Rawwédid throne. As
for the report of Munajjim Bashi that Husayn succeeded Mamlan
in 391/1000 and ruled until 416/102b, we can no longer accept this
at face value, in light of clearly controverting numismatic evidence,
and must seek some alternative explanation for his existence.
It is conceivable that he was assigned a portion of the kingdom as
his personal appanage, where he ruled jointly with his father and
then with his brother, until his death in 416, but this possibility must
be regarded as conjectural until further evidence is at hand.?

We can thus see the importance of numismatic evidence for the
history of the «forgotten rulersy of Adharbdyjan. T have become
aware of the discovery of additional specimens, but have been
unable to examine them, or acquire descriptions of them, in time
for inclusion in this paper. I intend to follow this brief report with
a discussion of Wahsiidin’s coins, and other contemporary
Adharbiyjani coins which have come to my attention, and would
be most appreciative of any communication concerning additional
coins of this region and this period.

this article, I was unable te view the coin with such short notice. I hope to be able
Lo utilize this and other coins partially illustrated in the same plate in a future arlicle.
8. This coin resides in the autlhor’s colleclion, which is al present inaccessible in
bank storage in Vallejo, California.
9. The sole textual reference to this Husayn is that of Munajjim Bishi, as given
above, There is no other evidence of any sorl for the existence of this individual,
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Fig, 1

DESCRIPTION OF THE COINS

No. 1. Al-Maragha, 393. Base AR dirham, 8.05 gm.  Biblio-
théque Nationale. Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2

No. 2: Al-Maragha, 405. Base AR dirham, 8.95 gm. Biblio-
théeque Nationale. Fig. 2.
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margin, as on no. 1, as far as: S 21 oS

No. 3: Ardabil, 400. Presumably base AR dirham, weight not
given.  For location, refer to note 7 above.
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